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CONTACT US 
 
 
 

905-294-1886 
Guidance  x 515 
 
 

markham.dhs@yrdsb.ca 
 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD 
Gabrielle McGill  (A—Hs) 
gabrielle.mcgill@yrdsb.ca 
 

 
COUNSELLORS 
 

Jim Buie  (Hu—Mo) 
james.buie@yrdsb.ca 
 
Marc Weinstein  (Mu—So) 
marc.weinstein@yrdsb.ca 
 
Anna Flikas   (Sr—Z) 
anna.flikas@yrdsb.ca 

 

 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
As of Wednesday, September 20th, students can begin making appointments  

online using Teach Assist.  
●  Have your child log in to their Teach Assist account 
●  Under the sub-heading “Appointment Bookings”    
●  Click on the day and time the student wants to have their appointment  (if the  
     appointment slot is highlighted in blue). If there are no appointments displayed, then you will  
     have to select another day, as all counsellors have been booked for that day.   
●  You will see shaded in blue “All open appointments”. Choose the appropriate alpha Guidance  
     counsellor (based on your child’s last name) from the list on the left.  
●  If the student needs to cancel their appointment for any reason, click “cancel”.   
     If your child has any trouble making their online appointment, please let us know.     

Important Upcoming Dates! 

Please check our guidance website for updates: 
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/markhamdistrict.hs/guidance/Pages/default.aspx 

Ontario University Fair—            October 21 and 22— 10 am to 5 pm daily  at  

                                                         Metro Toronto Convention Centre 

Ontario College Fair—                 October 18 and 19 — Enercare Centre, Toronto 

MDHS Parent/Guardian Teacher Interviews—November 2 – in person 

Take Our Kids to Work Day—     Wednesday, November 1st  

OCAS application deadline—     February 1, 2024 (for equal consideration) 

OUAC application deadline—     January 15, 2024 

2023 MDHS TERRY FOX CANCER FUNDRAISER - Please Donate! 
 

Markham District High School is joining this year’s Terry Fox School Fundraiser and it’s 
not too late to donate!  Please share Terry’s message of hope and donate to our school’s 
fundraising efforts at: https://schools.terryfox.ca/MarkhamDHSMarkham  
 
We will also be conducting a 'Toonies for Terry' coin drive in Period 1 on Thursday,       
October 19 so please remind your child to bring any coins to donate.  Every donation 
helps!    Thank you! @terryfoxfoundation 

Semester 2 changes will continue to happen until late January.  
Once semester 2 starts, no further changes will be made to timetables. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/markhamdistrict.hs/guidance/Pages/default.aspx
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fschools.terryfox.ca%2fMarkhamDHSMarkham&c=E,1,lzPdTxYaN0HNm1-gb0UfmDrFMrvd_4bTpTNsMzJrgDmkNb-56qcZsz-DwHcXuaTKPcvgVrsaxNOQn0IG15OL0AUZ8pgdUcKPzt5wnJtKBbdCbJHNzfT5FNQ,&typo=1
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Community Involvement/Volunteering 

Post Secondary Fair  
(featuring various Ontario College and University representatives) 

 
Date: Thursday, October 26th   

Location: Markham District High School (cafetorium)  
Time: 6:00pm to 8:00pm  

Scholarship Classroom  =   mzcxprd 
  
Please see the first installment of the Scholarship Report, this report contains important deadlines for upcoming 

scholarships.  It is an extremely valuable resource that not all schools have access too.  

Please copy and paste this link into your browser :  

https://seekingscholarships.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/TSR-SEPT-2023-FINAL.pdf  

 Password is scholar58 if prompted.  
  

 

Graduating Students are encouraged to join our two Google Classrooms 

University Application Google Classroom  =  e5gz2ra 

College Application Google Classroom = qsyzgyr 

The community involvement graduation requirement is a minimum of 40 hours.   
 
The ministry is updating the Community Involvement Graduation Requirement policy. Community involvement is an   im-
portant educational opportunity that allows students to develop skills and gain experiences to become successful and con-
tributing members of society now and in the future.  
Therefore, there will no longer be any hours used for work or any hours done in the home. 
 
Here are the steps you must follow in order to ensure your hours are approved: 
 
Step 1:    Review the list of eligible activities as set out on the YRDSB website.  
Step 2:    Select an activity. Students may want to contact one or more of the following charitable  
    organizations; community agencies · community centers · government offices · service clubs ·  
    volunteer centers Contact your guidance counsellor if you are unsure if your activity will count. In the event  
                  that you do not discuss the volunteer activity with your guidance counsellor, then you run the risk of  
                  your hours not counting.  
 
Step 4:    Complete your volunteer activities  
Step 5:    Submit the completed form. Ensure that all sections are completed, including parent  
    signature, supervisor name, title and contact details. Then submit the completed form to Guidance.  

https://seekingscholarships.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/TSR-SEPT-2023-FINAL.pdf


 

Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) 

APPLY TO SHSM: bit.ly/YRDSBSHSMapp 

What is SHSM? 

A Specialist High Skills Majors lets students focus on a career 

path that matches their skills and interests while meeting the 

requirements of the Ontario Secondary. School Diploma 

(OSSD). 

Why consider SHSM? 
 Customize secondary school education to suit interests and skills 
 Complete sector recognized certifications to build your resume 
 Prepare for post-secondary opportunities 
 Explore and refine career goals 
 Earn the SHSM Distinction on their OSSD 
 Engage in fun, experiential learning with like-minded peers 
 Participation in the training and field trips is free. 



 

Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) 

SHSM Sectors at MDHS 
 

ARTS & CULTURE  
 

CONSTRUCTION 
 

HEALTH & WELLNESS 
 

HORTICULTURE & LANDSCAPING 
 

NON-PROFIT 
 

TRANSPORTATION 

SHSM Application 
 

 Grade 11 students interested in registering for SHSM as 
well as grade 12 students who are taking coop this year 
are welcome to sign up for SHSM.  

 If you are in grade 11 and are either planning to take co-
op this year or next year, you may be eligible to partici-
pate in the SHSM program. 

 
      Please note, if you are already in SHSM, you do NOT 

have to reapply 
 

 Complete the application from this link:  
bit.ly/YRDSBSHSMapp 

 

If you are in grade 12, be sure to work toward completing your red seal requirements (certifications, courses in the 
bundle, reach ahead, experiential learning etc).  
 

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 
 

1. Toronto Metropolitan University (formerly Ryerson) (OCTOBER 16) leaving MDHS at 9:15 and returning around 
2:00. There will be an experiential learning for 1 hour (MEDICAL PHYSICS: Students learn to analyze medical images to 
determine whether a patient might have cancer). This will be followed by a tour. 
Reach Ahead & Experiential Learning - permission forms are available from guidance. 
Health & Wellness Sector 
 
2. Ontario College Fair (OCTOBER 19) leaving MDHS right after period 1 (9:45) and returning around 2:00. 
Reach Ahead - permission forms are available from guidance. 
All sectors 
 
3. Beanstalk (NOVEMBER 3) in our Library.  
Students currently in coop in semester 1, will be attending 1 of the sessions (am Period 1 and 2), (pm Period 4 and 5). 
If they wish to attend both or they are not in coop this semester but wish to attend, they need to pick up a permission 
form from guidance - space is limited. 
Certifications: Conflict Resolution & Customer Service - permission forms are available from guidance. 
All sectors 
 
4. Level Up Skilled Trades Fair (NOVEMBER 15) - Tentative based on arranging transportation. 
Reach Ahead & Experiential Learning - permission forms will be available once the trip has been confirmed. 
Construction, Horticulture & Landscaping and Transportation Sectors 
 
5. Standard First AID/CPR Level C (Date to be confirmed) 
Mandatory training for all SHSM students in all sectors. If a student has earned this outside of school, they need to 
show Mr. Weinstein and they will receive credit toward their SHSM credentials. 



 

 



 

 


